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The True Difference betwixt the 


Principles and Practices of the 
2b Kirk and Church of Scotland. <3 


H E firſt National Eftabliſhmerit the Refarmation 

had in Scotland by Parliament, was inthe Year 
of our Lord 1560: In which Parliament were 

= preſent, Biſhops, Abbots, Priors, all Proteſtant, 

but not Presbyterian. Nor was Presbytery known in Scot- 


land, till introduc'd by the famous Incendiary Melvill ; 


who came to Scotland from Geneva full fraught with Ca- 


vin s New Scheme: Yet did not arrive till 1574, which 


was about 14 Years after the Settlement of the Refor- 


mation by Law in Parliament: And altho this Melvil 


laboured hard, from his Arrival in Scotland, to beget in 
the People a Liking to his beloved Presbytery, yet it ne- 
ver was fully ſettled in Scotland till the Year 1580, Twenty 
Years after the. firſt Legal Settlement of the Reformation 
in Scotland. | Wn Tu ae Jour: : 


I. The Presbyterians began very early with Rebellion, 
not only in Practice, but alſo had Rebellious Antimonarebi- 
cal Principlas incorporated into their Conſtitution from the 
beginning. This is undeniable : Witneſs their Treat - 


ment of Nueen Mary; and after her, of her Son King 


James the VI. 7 25 eee, 

On the other hand, the Zpiſcopa! People of Scotland 
have ever been Loyal, and were never Diſturbert of Prin- 
ces nor Governments : And never fail d to venture their 
Lives and Fortunes in Defence of our Lewful Kings and 
Lueens, when thereunto _ required. : 4 * 1 
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[ TP 
N _ * 


II. The Presbyterians have ever look d upon Epiſco- 
pacy, however Primitive, as Popiſb, and its Communi- 

on ful. But the later Presbyterians are ſtill worſe than 
their Fathers. For, 


III. The firff Presbyterians thought Set Forms of 
Prayer in Publick, and a Litwgy, not only Lawful, but 
Neceſſary ; and bad a Liturgy, and made uſe of it: But 
the later Presbyterians, after they had ſet up their Da- 
gon, their beloved Idol the Covenam, which was nothin 
elſe but the French, Popiſh, Holy League, new Minted an 
new Vamped into a Scotch Solemn League and Covenam, did, 
in the Time of the Great Rebellion, and alſo — 
ſtill upon their Re- eſtabliſhment at the Revolution, difown 
all Set Forms of Prayer and Liturgies as Sinful and Un- 
lawful, and have now fallen out with even the Directorj 
of their Weſtminſter Fathers ; and which is worſt of all, 
_ baniſhed our Bleſſed Lord's Prayer, as being a Set 
1 | . | 
But we Epiſcopal People do highly eſteem, and daily 
wſe that Admirable Divine Prayer, according to Primitive 
Practice; and do think it both the beſt Pattern for all 
Prayers, and the only compleat Form of Prayer, 


IV. The Old Presbyterians own'd the Apoftles Creed, 

until the Covenant juſtled it out. But of the Revolution- 
Presbyterians, moſt deſpiſe it; ſome pretend to mend it, 
by curtailing of it, and leaving out the Deſcent into Hell; 
and they have chang d the word | Catbolick] for that of 
{ Univerſal J: None uſe it in the Adminiſtration of what 
they call Sacraments, nor in any other Parts of their 
Worſhip. And moſt of them, when they are about their 
Unauthorized Lay-Baptiſms, are indeed very careful to bind 
the Parents of the Children who are preſented to them 
to their Covenam; but in all that Affair there is no men- 
tion, no, not a word, of the Creed: From which tis 
evident that they are in more concern about the Covenant 
than the Creed; and much more careful tke * of 
| 1 their 
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their Votaries be bred up in the Principles of the Covenant 
than thoſe of the Creed. Nor is this to be wonder'd at; 
for if a Man be a true Covenanter, he is conſequently a 
true Presbyterian,. and will certainly be ſo eſteem'd a- 
mongſt them, whatever Failings he may have either in 
Principle or Practice, that being one of their Characte- 
riſticks. But if a Man be a true good Chriſtian according 
to the Creed, he can neither be a right Precbyterian nor 2 
Covenanter. I have heard of ſome Great Men that were 
Covenanters, and that liv'd very regularly; and when 
this was objected to their Teachers, they anſwer'd, Theſe 
Great Men would be as good to God another way. This needs; 
no Explication to them ; they'll yery wall underſtand it, 
without putting me to mention who I mean. | 
But we of the Epiſcopal Communion look upon the 
ApoFtles Creed to be a moſt Excellent and Noble Summary 
of the Chri ſtian Faith, and that we ought daily to make 
Profeſſion of it, but eſpecially at Bapriſm. 


7 


V. All Presbyterians, both the Former and the Lat- 
ter, have ever 'diſown'd all Relative Holineſs in Places, 
and conſequently have never made any ſcruple to com- 
mit Sacrilege ; of which Multitudes of Inſtances can be. 
given, if there is occaſion. + - | Wet eh 

But We hold Relative Holineſs, and conſequently. do 
abhor Sacrilege. Wo 


VI. The Presbyterians never thought a Perſonal Suc- 
ceſſion from the Holy Apoſtles neceſſary to the Miniftry, 
except when the Independents, a Spawn of their own. . 
which grew up out of themſelves, had like to have un- 
done them in the Days of Oliver ; that then they were 
 forc'd to hold a Miſſon rightly convey'd down from the 
Apoſtles, nay, even through the Channel of Popery, to 
be neceſſary ; then indeed they ply'd the Independents 
with Church Artillery, and cited the Fathers, and were, 
one would have thought, in a fair way of becoming Or- 
thodox, of {peaking Senſe, and of writing Reaſonably : 
But that was only Occaſional Orthodoxy, and but in parts 
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fiom mere Neceſſity, and Self-Preſernation + For ſince the 

Revolution the Independents have had no Footing in 

Scotland, and ſo our Predbyterians bave returned like the 

Dig to bis Vomit, and the Som to ber wallowing in the Mire ; 

and think a Perſonal Sueceſſion from the — Apoſtles 

cf no männer of Conſequence, and not at all 
ry. And indeed how fnhould they? when they think an 
Imvard unatreſpel Call, of whith no body can give another 
any Account, far leſs bring a Vbueber to prove it, ſufficient 
to make 4 Mini fler of the Goſpel. And their Father and 
Founder Calvis nevet had any Outward Ordination, at 


% 


leaſt his good Friend Bexs fays ſo of him, and I believe 


it is true: Yet for All this, the Presbyterian Teachers 
do aſſume and are fond of the Title of MiniFers of the 
Goſpel : The Reaſon of which I take to be this, That 
thereby they may prevent the People's being Inquiſi- 
tive after their Miffon; which if they did. once 4i/tover 
to be forg'd, as it really is, it would naturally f#ighten 
them from Them and their Unauthorized Adminiſtra- 
hes 5 5b. e 7 
We, upon the other hand, think and hold that Man 
to be an Intruder, who has not a Commiſion rightly Con- 
vey'd down from our Bleſſed Lord, through the Apoftle.- 
of the Cbriſtian Church to this day: And that without 
ſuch lawful Commiſſion, no Man has a Title to, or can 
poſſibly Admini ſter Goſpel Sacraments, or entitle the Reci- 
pients to the Grace of God; and that conſequently, 
Presbyterian, Schiſmatical, Unauthoriz'd Baptifms, are no- 
thing but mire outward Waſbingt, without — Spiritual 
good Effects; and their Banquets of Bread and Wine no 
— of our Lord, no Conveyers of Pardon or of Grace, 
and ſo are 4 horrid Cheat _—_ the People, and à Sacrile- 
. gious Uſurpation in the Teachers, who Aſſume à Power of 
pee God to the People, without Commiſſion from 
him ſo to do, which is à great and terrible Sin. And 
we are ſo far from thinking as they generally do, that 
the Validity of the Adminiftration depends upon the San- 


du of the Adminiftrator, that we hold the Adminiſtra- 


410 the eee I he have 


f i 
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necefla- 
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VII. The Presbyterian Teachers are very indifferent 
bout Bapt iſm at an rate, and take wo much pains to 
ake their People ſo too; And have ſe 

hildren dye even in their Churches, When brought thi-/ 


reat length before they /prinkle theſe Infants ; and they 
zoy preach againſt it with no little Vehemency. 


e far from thinking that God will Damn any one for 
| is own Appointment. 2 


VIII. The Presbyterians pretend a great R 
ly from it. And when they pretend to Adminiſter it, 


hey are at a vaſt deal of Pains about it, have long Ser- 


ons and many of them, and are very much out of 


Tumour if People do not flock from all Quarters at ma- 


y Miles diſtance to fee their Show in great Crouds : 
the Teachers in the Neighbourhood muſt be there, 


nd they muſt have Sermons in the very Church-Yards 5 
Nd he is reputed the Able Man ( as they term it) and 


ie beſt gifted, who has moRt Spectators and By-Handers 
pon ſuch Occafions. And yet all this Rour is contrary 
d whrepealed Rules of the Firſt General Aſſemblies after the 
formation; by which it was ordered, that People 
pould keep to their Pariſhes, aud not run to Gaze. Now 
ne would think, after what I have ſaid upon this Head, 


at they ſhew' great Reſpe# to what they call their 


1mmunion, When they are at ſuch Pains about it: No, 
Ney are far from it, for they give and rake it very . 


fn 


right Commiſton, tho he himſelf ſhould prove a Nr 


veral times let 


er to receive ſuch Bapriſm as they could give them, ra-. 


zok upon it as Super/Fition to be anxious to have Chil- 
ren Baptix d before they dye. And it is well known - 
But we think it à great Sin, and very wncharitable to 
the Infants, to neglet# Bapriſm when it can poſſibly be had 
one who has Authority to Admini ſter it; and yet we 


ant of it, if it could not Poſſibly be had according to 


a _ for 
he Lord's Supper, and yet do frighten their People migh- 


—__ 9 = 10 die — —— IR — „ 3 


niſtration; for one Teacher holds forth at the Head of 


all while he is ſerving a Table (as they call it); bu 


themſelves ſo frangely, ſo wildly, and ſo differently fron 


* — a 


(5) 
rewerently, the Receivers ſitting on their Bazk/ides all the ha 
while: Nor have they any Form of Decency in the Admilſ®® 


a Long Table in the Church, dreſs'd oftentimes only in 2 
Wa#tcoat, like. one a going to Fiftzcuffs ; and he don H- 
etend to receive or take it to himſelf firſt, or indeed atm 


after many Words «ddly ſpoken, and ſtrangely apply d, het 
commonly hurries over the Words of Iuftitution, and nei tor 
ther breaks the Bread, _ unleſs it is by Chance, nor give 
it out of his Hand to any one, unleſs perhaps to then 
Body that fits neareſt to him, and then every one ta 
it to himſelf. as he pleaſes ; and ſo likewiſe of the Vine Per 
and then they who ſate firſt riſe, and a New Ser ft down, 

and a New Teacher holds forth, and ſo on. The Po 


ſture of kneeling is their Averſion, nor will they ſuffer iſs. 
at all in the Church. And now after all this, a Man mali 


be a good, nay, a very good Presbyterian, and never takd"'© 


their Communion in all his Life, tho he live to Fowrſcor he 


And it is no Diſparagement of a Teacher, nor will 1 


_ kinder him from being reputed a very Good Mini ſter, tho. 

he never in Forty Years either give or receive it, fo he dq 
but hold forth powerfully againſt Epiſcopacy, &c. Let ane 

Man judge what Chriſtianity here is. Many of thei9d 


Teachers when they are about this Affair do expreſF*?! 


the Language of Chriftianity, that it is terrible to hear the 
And they rarely have ſuch Occaſions, but ſome poor el 
may or other is frighten'd into Melancholy, Madneſs, or Def 7 
pair. | | „ Nie 
We again, think it One great Article of the Duty of Miea 
Prieft or Miniſter frequently to adminiſter the moſ * 
Comfortable Sacrament of our Bleſſed Saviour's Bodgſ®e1! 
and Blood; and are ſure it is very ill Chriſtianity eaff%- 
deſpiſe or neglect ſo great a Bleſſing, or to approach the Habt. 


I Altar without profound Rewerence, great Devotion, an 


a due and. ſuitable Preparation; and think we ought tige! 
be frequently thus employ'd: And yet to receive it fron f 


the Hands of none, but ſuch as by a right Commit ad 
: ; | ag 


Ge 
a . wo 


s — 


milſche Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and Blood to u. | 


1 ol IX. Tho' the former Prechyterians maintain'd the rea! 


an Praſence of the Body and Blood of Chriſ, in the Sacra- | 


d atment of the Altar, yet the Revolution-Presbyterians diſ- 


bu” it, and believe the Bread and Wine after Conſecration | 


| hef0 be Common Bread and Wine ſtill, juſt as it was be- 
nei ore Conſecration: and as a Conſequence of this their 
el Norion, do carry home to the Teacher's Houſe what re- 
" chInains of both, where tis made uſe of in their ordinary 
e Emertainments, and at their Common Meals, without any 


pe 


ine Peruple or Heſitation. 


po F=cramentary Conſequence ; but tis much they ſhoud, 
r i they do, diſparage their own Performances. We do 
ma elieve the Real Preſence, but don't pretend to define, how. 


k 
2 he belief of the Real Preſence; and becauſe Chriſt ſaid 


311 i is my Body, &c. therefore we believe it is his Body, 
And becauſe he has not thought fit to tell us how it 


tho ö | 
e dþecomes his Body, therefore we do not pretend to tell 


ane Sow, but believe the Body and Blood of Chriſt verily 
hei$"d indeed taken and received by the Faithful in the Lords 


pre upper. 


hem X. The Precbyterians retend 2 mighty regard tothe 
- Wooly Scriptures, and ſay, they will do nothing, nor allow 


r Dehf any thing to be done amongſt them, without a poſi- 


Five Scripture Precept to warrant their Performances; I 


of Pean in Religious Matters: and yet they have many 


moſFrinciples, many allow'd Practices, and ſeveral things in 
Bodbcir very Conſtitution, which Icannot find any the leaſt 
y ta 
> He 
„an 


epts, For Inſtance ; in their Conſtitution they have 
Elders, and Lay-Deacons, which are c eable, 


fron leaſure: They have Kirk-ſeſſions, Presbyteries, Synodt, 


ſnonnd General I ſſemblies; and Iam of opinion it will ban 
2 | chem, 


haVi V's 


chelhave Power from God by Conſecration to make it really. 


wn We indeed think their Unauthoriz'd Conticratins of no 


e think the Words of Inſtitution will bear us out in 


ut bority for in the Holy Scriptures, let alone Poſitive Pre- 


nt tile Exauthorare (as they term it) and ceaſe to be ſuch at 


in che World „and they do make it a Faf-Day as muci} 


KY) 
them, to prove any of them Jure Divine, at leaſt as the! 
1 3 that is, compos d of ſuch Perſons, fix d 
ſuch Bound, under ſuch Reſftrifions and Limitations, « 

| byvefted witch ſuch Powers. Next as to Principles ani 
avow'd Practice, I ſhall inflance only chat of the Lord 
Day, which they call the Sabbath, and their Wefminſt 
Catechiſm, the Chriſtian Sabbath. "Tis pretty remark: 
ble, that the People who make the greateſt noiſe aboy 
Scripture-Precepts, Thou'd pick out a thing for one 
their C baracteri ticks which has no Scri Comman 
to enforce the Obſervation of it, and which depend 
entirely upon Primitive Example and Practice: not ha\ 
we any thing elſe for changing the Fewiſh-Sabbath (S 
turday) into the Chriſtian Lord i. Day. But to ſhew thei 
Per ver ſeneſt, tis not enough for them to change the Da 
but they muſt keep it differently from all the Chriſtian 


as they do make any other Day ſuch, which they cal 
by that Name; contrary to the Practice of all Anti 
quity : And they generally think it a Sin to dreſs Victu 
Als on that Day, till their holding forth be firſt over ; ar 
they account it propbane to walk in the Felds or in a Ga 
den, though alone, even after all their Worſhip is over 
nay they loc up their very Fountains, and will allow n 
freſh Water, nor Milk, to neither the Sound nor the Sick 
till after their Afternoon Sermons, if there was neve 
ſuch preſſing need of it. And as they faſt at Noon ſ 
they Guttle in the Evening; and it is a puniſhable Crime 
where they govern, not to have Supp'd before Eight 
Clock iat Night; and they won't allow you to Sup a 
ter that Hour if they can help it; for tis nora to dj 
before Six or after Eight on a Sunday. I own, this F. 
Aaizing Sabbatarian Way looks fo ſtrangely, that i 
were not very #0torious I ſhou'd not dare to mention it 
leaſt I ſnould be n on my Reader : but ſe 
true it is, that there are a Set of People call'd Searcher: 
who make their 2 and their Pots boil very we 
=O having this Branch of Morality. committed t 
Charge. But where the Poſitive Scripture "oY 


4 „ 
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for this wonderful Oeconomy is to be found, I am ſtill at 
a loſs; ſure I am tis not in my Bible. 775 . * 


We look on the Holy Scriptures as containtng our 


Rule of Faith, and on Primitive Univerſal Prabage, 
well vouch'd, as the beſt 2 of them: and thitic 

the Apoſtolical and Unive 

Church, without a Poſitive Precept, Warrant eno 

for changing the Fewiſh Sabbath into the Chriſtian Lord a- 

Day, and that it ought to he kept not as 2-Fz/# but as a 

Feaſt properly, becauſe our Bleſſed Lord did riſe from the 


Dead on that Day; which Neſurrection we ought then 


particularly to Commemorate on that Day, it being our 
Weekly Euſter. Nor do we think it can be duly ſolem - 
niz d, or rightly: kept, by Negatives, or as the Fews kept 
their Sabbath ; and think ſeveral things are lawful for 
us to do aon that Day after Evening -Service is over, 
which was not lawful for the Fes to do on their Sab- 
bath, and ſeveral things not fit to bs done by us on any 
Day, which the Presbyrerians make no difficulty of doing 
on that Day. in | ett prion 3 i 5:3 
514. b 


XI. The Preslyterians are great Perverters of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, which may be prov'd by many Inſtances, 
yet I ſhall mention but a few. Fir, Where-ever they 
find the Word Covenant in the Bible, they preſently fan- 
cy, or at leaſt 'wou'd have their People believe, their Re- 
bellious Solemn League and Covenant thereby underſtood 
or propheſy!d of. Secendly,, They make no ſcruple of 
charging Almighty God with their Sins by their Turkiſb 
Doctrine of Predeſtination ; and yet they will not allow 
that any Sin whatſoever can damn one of their Com- 
munion, who was once in a State of Grace by their 
Rules. And a' Hundred Marks of being in a 
Grace they have, which none elſe ever thought of or 
imagin'd, and which weigh more with them, than doth 
a ſtrict obſervance of the Commend: of God, and a ſin- 
cere endeavour after New Obedience: For in effect, the 
| Conſequence of their Doctrine is, that their People 
may ſi» on and be ſaved, 1 do but adhere tight to 


them, 


Practice of the Chriſtian 


tate of 


* 
= 
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ve) | 
them, their Leaders: but the bef Phfhmines, the beſt 
Lives, of moſt others, are by them reputed Damnable. Vet 
I mit own,” the Pretbyteriunt, fince their Revolution 
Efabliſnment, have ſome Charity and Favour for an 
Anabaptiſt, and ſtill more now for an Independent, ſince 
they don't difpute Power with them; but they have hone 
at all for any one of any Epiſcopal Communion as ſuch; 
nay they Anatbematize, and ſolemnly give over to the 
Devil, and at their A ere Meetings, all who think 
Epiſcopacy Lawful, or its Communion not Popiſb and Ido- 
latrous ; except it be ſuch of their 'own, WhO by Occaſs+ 
onal Conformity get Money or Preferments, and yet are 
willing to venture all for them when there is occaſion. 
Thirdly, They pretend to be fond of St. Pawl's Faith, but 
cannot abide St. wes Good Works ; nor are they fond 
of his Epiſtle, for inſiſting ſo much upon Good Works: 
And ſome of their Teachers have not fcrupled ta ſay, 
that St. Fames had à Tang of Popery for this very rea- 
ſon. And their Notion of Faith, generally is, that it 
is an Applying of the Merits of Chriſt to ourſelves; ſo 
as to make them our own, for all the Purpoſes for which 
they are uſeful to Mankind; and this when done, by an 
Act of their own they call ſaving Faith: And the moſt 
Orthodox of them make Faith to conſiſt only in an Affi 
ance in God. whoa 2 eee bie «43 $a: 
We, on the other hand, do adhere to the Holy Scrip- 
tures in their own genuine Senſe, and think he com- 
paring of one Scripture with another, and the concur- 
ring Senſe of the Primitive Fathers of their meanin 
the beft Commentaries, to which we hold. And we do 
utterly Abbor, Dereft, and Diſclaim their Sacrilegious Bur- 
Teſque Interpretations, and Heretical Inferences, whereby 
they endeavour to Conſecrate Rebellion in Church and State, 
by their ſolemm League and Covenant, and by their Aſſoci- 
ations, Bonds, Cc. And as we think it a great Misfortune 
to be enſnar'd by Education or Principle, to the gi- 
ving Aſent to, or the taking or ſwearing of any ſuch 
wicked Oaths ; ſo we alſo think no Man, tho' thus un- 
fortunate, thereby bound to the performance of * he 
. | Q A thus 
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Axticbriſtian, Will-worſhip, Idolatrous, 8&6. . 
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thus ſigns or ſwears to; all ſuch Bonds, Covenants, and 
Oaths being in their own Nature ſinful and - unlawful, 
and therefore Obligatory only. to. Repentance, for having 
thus nd or. ſworn... Secondly, As to Predeſtinat ion, we 
hold, that there being neither Firſt nor Second in God as 
to time, who ſeeth what is paſt, preſent, and to come, with 
one View, that therefore there is no ſuch thing as Prede- 
ſtination ſtriily taken: And that the Words in Holy 
Writ , from which they infer the e Prede- 
Nination, are only Ad Captum ; juſt as God is ſaid to have 
Eyes, Ears, or to Repent, & We hold a Man may fall 
from Grace finally, and that Sin does always pollute the 
Sinner; and that nothing leſs than the Blood of Cbrifi 
can waſh it of, Thirdly, We hold, that Faith to be 
2 which does not produce good Works; and that 

Faith is a giving Credit to God's Revealed Vill, as it is a 


Body of Divine Laws fitly adapted to the promoting of 


God's Honour and Glory by us, and our own Salvation. 
And that even Occaſional Communion, with known Here- 
ticks or Schiſmaticks, is ſinful, and more Atrocious ſtill, if 
done with the Proſpect or Hopes of Preferments, Places, 
or Worldly Gain, 5 


XII. The Presbyterians blaſpbeme the Holy Gboſt by a 
— pretence to Inſpiration, and by fixing their Irreve- 
rend, Conful d, Immerbodical Rbapſadies of ExtemporeNonſenſe, 
by them called Prayers, upon the Holy Spirit of God. 
And as a Conſequence of this, they inveigb bitterly 
againſt all Set Prayers, and them that make uſe of 


We allow of and pray by Forms, and think them 
ſafer and much more edifying than the other, and are 
daily growing more and more fond of the Church of 
England's excellent, Liturgy in particular, tho' by the 
Presbyterians it he Preach'd againſt, and called Popiſh, 
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+ their Imaginary Power of Evcommunication, : 


- - riors are or will be Uſeful to them in ſupporting their” I- 
te: Nay, they never fail of Santtifying Rebellion, Pari- 


( | ) 
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«© * 4 * # * 
w * 


| - | 4 bor l ? * 8 7 
XIII. The Presbyteriatt Teachers are very fond of 
have of- 

yd it very oddly, and often very wickedly againſt 
2 in favour 0 a Rebellion, My 6 25 it honeſt 


ten 2 


' Loyal: 

Ma Eftates when the Sting was left in it; which a No- 
le Lord, who well remembred how it had been by them 
abus d in the time of the Covenant, did take care at the 


Revolution it ſhon'd not have: Nay, they have pretended 
to Excommunicate even our Biſhops, who only have Power- 
to Excommunicate. And or 6 Nagy and willing as they 
ate to ſend People to the Devil, as ſurely 32 can; 
= amongſt them there is no Abſolut ion ro be had, but 

or ſome Sins of the Fleſh, which they are beſt acquaint- 
ed with; ſuch as Furnication, Adaltery, c. Vet I muſt 
own, that ſome of them are fo mode, that even in theſe 
Caſes they do not pretend to act Authoritarively, but De- 


claratively ; and if the Modeſty did proceed from a right 


Cauſe, it might produce much better Efe#: than it of- 
ten does; for if they were ſenſible they have no Aurho- 
rity, that might bring them to go where only it is to be 
had, to the Church, and a right Succeſſion in it from the 
Holy Apoſtlen. N , #6 2: ORIG, 

e hold the Power of Binding and Loofng, or Abſolu- 
tion Authoritative to be inſeparably annexed to the Prieft- 
hood, as well as the Power of Excommunication. * 


XIV. The Presbyterians have no Regard for Kinge, 
Dues, Princes, Magiſtrates, Parents, nor indeed for Sa- 
rjors of any kind, further than they believe ſuch St 


* 
* 


cide, Diſobedience to 1 Magiſtrates, &c. and ma- 


King ic highly Meritoriow if theſe Superiors are againft 


their Ill. founded Do#rine, Diſcipline, Government or Cove» | 


»ants ; or indeed if they will not be Ruled by them: For 
with them nothing can be a greater Crime than to be 
againſt the, and nothing is ſo Meritorius as to be hearti- 
ly for them, 9 
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We, on the Contrary, think Paſſive Obedience due to 
all our Lauful King and Queens ; and that: tho We are 
not to Obey the m when they Command us to do what 
God has forbidden, yet even then dvs dught to ſuffer rather 

than ſim by Obedience, or Refitange.> And we further hold, 
| char a thing in its ow» Nature indifferent, is no mare ſo, 

but becomes» obligatory if Commanded by Lafll Aatbo- 
rity, whether by the Church, by our Princes, by Magi- 
frates, or by our Parist; ſo great Duty do we think 
we owe to theſe : Zut the Presbyterians are the Næverſe 
of Mankind in this, that they reckon whatever is in its 
own Nature indifferent, becomes immediately faul, if 


XV. The Presbyterians, if you will believe them, 
are very great Enemies to Popery, tho they don't under- 
ſtand it; and yet in many things of great Conſequence, 
and particularly in their Politirli, they fall in with the 
worft Principles that ever were maintain d by the worſt of 
Papifts, and which all the better Papifts do Abominate, and 
publickly declare againft, ſuck as Ring- killing, & c. And 
they had (as 5 ſaid above) their Solewn League from Po- 
piſh Rebel: LARRY Lawful King. "Rp iner 
piſcopal Church was never ſo much as once 


- +4 
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- But our 
n tainted with Rebellion, nor ftaing with Diſſoyalty: Not but 


ſeveral Men of the Epiſcopal Communion have gone 
out of the way as well as others, and once a Biſhop did; 
„ I his Name was Orabar, Biſbop of Orkney ; but then he re- 
. nounc'd his Epiſcopal-Principles, and deſcended ſo low as 
A eren to do public Penance for having been à Biſhopzwhich 
was .moſt: ſcandalou in him. But Covetouſneſs was the 
great Cauſe of his Apaſtacy, and he left an Eſtate to his 
Heirs by the Title of Gorthy. There was a Jada amongſt 


the Apoſtles ; ſo what I pretend to ſay, is, that our Epi- 
Church, as a'Church, never did maintain or pra- 

Diflozalty. + au NT e 17001 WD 1 
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XVI. The 
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XVI. The Presbyterians hate all Hah-days, whether 
Feaſts or Faſts, that are not of their om Creating or Bu- 
2555 or that do not bring in Money to their Pockets;; for 
the boiling of the Pot is commonly a good Argument. with 
them. For Inſtance; One Herim founded a' Noble 
Hoſpital at Edinburgb, and in the Statutes of his Foun- 
dation he Order d his Birtb- day to he kept Solemnly and 
Religiouſly, and himſelf to be on that day Commemorated 
in his Cappel; and the Mini ſter who Officiates on that day 
is allow'd Five Pounds and a: Bible. Now this Holy day 
the Presbyterians do keep for the ſake: of the Dead - 
man's Preſent: But Chriſtmas, . Chriſt's Birth- day, they 
will not keep, becauſe he has not left them Five Pound 
for keeping of it; nor will Eaſter, che Anniverſary of 
our Bleſſed Lord's Reſurrection, nor the Day of his: Aſcen- 
ſon, nor Pentecoſt, the Day of the Deſcent of the Hoh 
Ghoſt, go down with their /queamiſh Stomachs. But yet 
they are not without their Feaſt and Faſt-days ; for with 
them the Lord's-day is a Weekly Faſt. day, and a Day on 
which I can well remember, ſince their Revolution-Eſta- 
bliſhment, they kept a Publick National Faſt by Procla- 
mation; and they have often Faſted and Prayed for the 
Succeſs" of Rebellion and Rebels, and have had Publick Re- 
joycings in their Churches, and Solemn Feaſt-days and 
Thankſgivings for the Overthrow of a Lawfal King's Army, 
when Routed by Schiſmatical Rebel. > 2120 
In' ſhort, the Presbyterians are. Schiſmaricks to the Ca. 
tholick, Apoſtolick, Epiſcopal Church of Cbriſt: They are 


* — 


Erroneow in Doctrine promo, Preſumptuows, and Blaſhhe- 


maus in Worſhip : They are generally Ill Moralifts, and 


chy, and indeed to every Power that is or ought to. be 
above or over them: They are Partial in their Fudiaa- 


torien: They are III Parents, and Bad Children ; III. Ser- 


vants, and Worſe Maſters : They are by Principle Bitter 
Enemies, and Treacheroa Friends, to all that are not of their 
own 1770 or near of Kin to it; and ſo fond they are 
* . * 


w * . 


Worſe Divines : They are naturally Enemies to Monar- (| 


of 
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of: their own Nalin! and Scheme, that they are Impirien ® 


| of -Contradiftids!:1Fhey. are fond of Power, and, when 


ſſeſs'd of it, are very Tyramical:: They love Money, 
— are not Cheritalle T ho look upon 8 
tonger bound by Oatbs and Promiiſes, if they are Lawful, 
than they can withuoutward Safety conveniently break them 
ent of Cain; and yet they think the Obligation of 


ſeveral ſinful and unlawful Oaths is bindingly to be convey d 


down to lateſt Poſterity, [They Adore the Covenant; and 
have rejected the Creed. They deſpiſe the Lord's-Prayer, 
and yet for a prettnet make Long Prayers ; I pray God 
Convert them, and Preſerwe: all Good Men from their 
Errors, and from being in their Power, . 
- We Obſerve Hoh days, both Feaſts and Faſts; after the 
Example of the Saints of both Teſtaments, andthe Com 
ſtant, — — Uniform Prad ite of the Cbriſtian 
Church throughout all the Ager of it. 
And, in ſhot, our Principle is to Honour all Men, to 
Love the Brot ber bod; to Fenn Gad, and to Honour the 
King, 1 Pet. 2. 497. 8 Agon arba$- 2 cif} 701 05:14 
R oat 279113. 9372 gag bib be rad due, 
After all that I have ſaid of the Presbyterians, 1 
wou'd not be thought to meam every Individual Perſon 
of that Communion. No, far from it; what: T have 
ſaid of them ãs as a Party, fox I do know there ate many 
worthy Men and Women amongſt them of very good 
Natural Tempers; and of good Diſpoſit ions, and ho ate 
only miſ-led; hy Education; and thoſe: T honour: very 
much, and ſtill the more that they are ſo; notwith- 


ſtanding the Principles of their Party, which Iam ſure 
' T have truly and faithfully repreſented, and from which 
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ſuch Goodneſs can be expected. 
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b. Ah. ln os Us c ay ad gain bag 
If what I have ſaid of the Reformation inithe firſt Pa- 
ragraph, and of the Presbyterians in the reſt of this Paper 


be true, which I do aſſert it is; Then what becomes of 
their pretended Reformation by Presbyters, and their Origi- 
nal Eſtabliſnment of Presbytery at the Refermatjon in _ 


na, 


1, which they lay Cleim'to, and which already has, 


({16:)) 


and ftill can be proved to be nothing but Hin, il. 
A ertiont of theirs, ſo often repeated by their People, that 
they now begin to believe the Lies they have ſo oſten 
to be Tuubs? And altho' they have been ſubſfanti: 
ally Confuted, yet their Way is never to yield a Point — 
are fond of, and have onct᷑ built upon, tho it be never ſo 


7 
** 


ſon there is for what I have very often heard ſaid by ſeve» 
ral People who have not examin d this Matter enough; 
that thete is little difference betwixt Scotch Epiſcopacy 
and Presbytery; and that tho the Presbyterians care not 


for Big, yet they are very Orthodox in all other Mat- 


ter. But I wiſh theſe” Laruudinarian Gentlemen wou'd 
conſider, That if Chrift Jeſus, - when he came to the 
Earth, found amongſt the Jeu a Superiority of Church- 
Officers appointed by God: himſelf : And when he Founded 
the Chriftian Church; that he did »Iwſftirute and Appoitit 
ſuch for his Church, and in ſuch a manner as is inconſi- 


Sucteſfion of | ſuth till Bis Coming again, and pro- 
mid to be with his Church to the End upon theſe 
Terms: And that there is no Inſtance to be given 
throughout all the many Ages of Chriſtianity, of any 
one Chriſtian Church, : Gover'd by any other but ſuch, 
until Calvin, e Neceſſiy, and not Choice, took 
upon himſelf to thr | 
him at Geneva. By what Authority.cati we now, who 
live in the latter Ages of the World, pretend to alter ſo 
ſolemn and divine an Inffitution, which has been banded 
down to us by the ſame Hands with the Holy Scriptures, 
and without the leaſt ſign from all the Records of the An- 
cini that it ever was &herwiſe. But one Evil ſeldom 
"comes alone ; and when once: Men give themſelves 
leave to break in upon Divine Inſtitution, and have erred 
in a Matter of ſuch Importance, as is the «wnwarrantable 
- Alteratjon-of the Charter of our Great Lord and Bleſſed 


Founder 
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By what L have ſaid, it will alſo appear how little Rea - 


fent with Parity, and did. take care there ſhou'd be | 


o throw off his Biſhop and Epi ſcopacy with 


-w 


. 
Founder Jeſus Chriſt, in a Point ſo material, as is the Go- 
wernment of his Society, his Church, which is his Body; 
ſupport this Uſurped Power which they have taken to 
themſelves ; they naturally run in to maintain many 
other extravagant Notions, for which there neither is, nor 
can be any Fownaation in Chriſtianity, nor any Authority 


this I take to be the meaning of the Presbyterians run- 
ning ſo much Counter to the Voice and Unanimows Teſti- 
momy of all Antiquity in ſo many Points which they main- 
tain. This, however, is but a Sketch of what may be 


70> Sas. 


their 


: d to er as many as I can 


from joyning them; and that they may Impartially Con 
der ne whole Matter, 3 


I ſering Church of Scotland, an 


Im 


God of his Infinite Mercy, for 
grant they may. ; 


Which I Almigh 
17 fake of Jens C a 


ſaid much more fuly upon theſe Heads, And I do ſo- 

mary" proteſt, that it is not out of IIl-will to any of 
erſons that I have ſaid ſo much, but indeed to de 

fend the Orthodox Primitive Goa al the Epiſcopal Suf- 


, 


in the Holy Scriptures, nor amongſt the Fathers. And 


d turn from their Schi/m and 
Apoſtacy, to Primitive Chrifianity,in Principles and Practice: 
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